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CHIEF KING: Today's date is December 
10th, 2001. The time is 1718 hours. This 
is Battalion Chief Steven King, Safety 
Battalion, FDNY. I am conducting an 
interview with Firefighter Arthur Riccio 
from Ladder Company 119. He was on overtime 
as a chauffeur in Ladder 110 on September 
11th. 

This interview is regarding the events 
of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Artie, you can start whenever you want. 

A. I came down Liberty Street. When I got 
to Church Street, the second plane hit. We 
didn't know it was a plane; we thought it was 
helicopters going around. I thought a helicopter 
went into it. 

I stopped there. People were running 
at us. It was like a movie. The lieutenant was 
saying, "Back up, back up. Get out of here." I 
stopped. I had people running all around me. 

The women were losing their shoes. One woman 
lost a pocketbook. We took the pocketbook, threw 
it in the rig, and we gave it back to her about 


three days later. She got her pocketbook back. 
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I backed out. I went down Broadway. I 
came back around and wound up in the same spot, 
Liberty and Church. I went up to Vesey Street. 

I parked the rig on Church Street. We walked 
down Vesey Street, and it was like total silence, 
nothing. It was eerie. There were police cars 
all parked on angles, metal going through their 
hoods. There was a tire of a plane on top of 
one. 

We walked down Vesey, went into the 
lobby. Battalion 11 came to us and said we have 
people trapped on the 31st floor. In the lobby 
was the Commissioner, Ganci, the Mayor was there, 
Father Judge was there. 

We walked around to the A staircase. 
The A staircase was loaded with people. We 
couldn't even get in there. Battalion 11, I 
don't know who it was, he came around and said, 
"You know what, this elevator here goes to 16. 
Let's take the elevator." We asked, "Chief, do 
you want to take the elevator?" He said, "Yeah, 
come on, let's go. If only goes to 16, there 
will be no problem." 


So we took it, went to 16. We got out 
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and went into C staircase. As we started walking 
up, we were telling civilians to go to the left 
and we were going to the right. We walked up and 
got to 21. 21 was locked. Chief said, "Maybe 
another floor is open. Let's go up." We got to 
28. 

I was behind the chief. I said, 
"Chief, this is 21. Where are we going?" He 
said, "You know what, let's go back down and 
force the door." We went back down to 21, forced 
the door, we go in and searched all the 
occupancies. Nobody was in there. 

It was a little hazy. The bathrooms 
were charred. I had to use my mask to look in 
the stalls and make sure no one was in there. I 
came out. It was like a horseshoe. The last 
office, I was in there with Lieutenant Meara to 
and this kid Mike, a proby. 

All of a sudden we felt wind hitting us 
in the face. We thought fire was coming in. 
Every door we went through , we broke the locks 
so it wouldn't lock behind us. As we go through 
a door, we would hold the door closed. We would 


lay on the floor with our feet on the door, 
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holding it. 

I think 55 Engine was hooked up, and 
they asked, "Where's the fire? Where's the 
fire?" No fire. Paulie Howard was saying the 


whole building shook. I was laying on the floor 


saying, "Come on, this building -- it's got to 
shake. Everybody was swaying." He said, "No, 
this building's going down." I said to him, 


"There was a bomb in the basement. It's not 
going to go down." 

Every window was broken. There was 
smoke coming down the hall, and I was just in 
that office. I said, "You know what, I'll go 
back in there. I know the layout." I go back 
in, and the proby came with me. We went on the 
whole outside. Every window was broken. All the 
blinds were burnt. It was smoky. So we came 
back out. 

55 Engine said, "You need a line?" I 
said, "There's no fire in there. I don't know 
what it is. I don't know what happened." We 
didn't know the building went down next to us. 

We passed the C staircase and got to 


the B staircase. We were standing right there, 


A. RICCIO 6 


and a chief, whoever he is, he saved our lives. 
He was yelling, "Get out now. Get out." So we 
started walking down. We were lucky we were in 
the B staircase. They told us that the B 
staircase was the only one that went out, the 
only one that wasn't blocked with rubble. 

On about 18 I saw two civilians trying 
to get a lady -- she must have had arthritis 
because her hands were bent. They were 
permanently like this. So I said, "Come on, 
we'll throw her in a chair." We put her ina 
chair, and I took the back and a civilian took 
the front. Actually another civilian took my 
halogen, and we walked down. The rest of 110 was 
behind me. 

We walked down. I don't even remember 
going down. They told me it was stop and go. It 
was real slow going down. I was kidding with 
her. She was crying. I was telling her, "Don't 
worry, Uncle Artie's got you. We're going to get 
out of here. No problem." 

When we got down to the lobby, it was 
like a bomb hit it. I looked around and said, 


oh, my God, every window is busted. I was shaky. 
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My arms were shaking. I was totally exhausted. 

I looked for an ambulance, got her into an 
ambulance, and I sat down in front of the 
building on West Street. I was sitting there and 
I thought, my God, I can't move. 

Another chief, another guy who saved my 
life -- I don't know who he was -- he kept on 
telling me, "Go north, go north. Get out of here 
now." So we started walking up West Street. I 
don't know even know how far we got. A block? I 
know we walked under the first walkway, overpass. 
I think we might have just got past there. 

The guy said to me, "Run!" TI turned 
around, and it was a tidal wave of black coming 
down on top of us. I couldn't run. I was done. 
I knew that a two and a half foot wall in the 
street was next to me. I couldn't see it, so I 
just rolled to it. I tucked, I hit. I couldn't 
put my mask on. I couldn't breathe. I was 
pulling cement out of my mouth. 

I finally found my mask and put my face 
piece on. It was full of cement. I must have 
laid there for five minutes, ten minutes, in 


total darkness. The next thing I Knew -- I was 
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totally at peace, I swear to God. I think all 
our guys that died, they felt the way I felt. I 
was ready. Total calmness came over me. It was 
unbelievable. 

The next thing I know, a guy from 
122 -- I couldn't see his face in front of my 
eyes. The way you can't open your eyes in the 
morning like this. I had so much dust -- you 
know the dust out there. 

Q. Sure. 

A. You couldn't open your eyes. I just 
saw 122. The guy's lifting me up. He walked me 
out. 

After a while, a couple hours, I guess, 
they went to start searching subways. We 
regrouped and got saws together and were cutting 
gates of subways and going down. They were 
totally collapsed. 

I did see in the lobby, though, a 
friend of mine, John Crisci, as I was walking in. 
He was from hazmat. They just got there behind 
us. I thought they were getting assigned behind 
us. He died. They said they found him between 


the two towers, so they must have sent him over 
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to go into the south tower. 

I think the people jumping was probably 
my -- they were hitting the atrium as we were 
going in. 

Q. (Inaudible. ) 

A. Yeah. We had a proby. I told the guy, 
"Don't look up. Just put your head down and 
let's go." 

I know Mike said he felt the whole 
building shake. We regrouped afterwards. I 
don't know if Mike ran into a building through a 
glass door or something. Another kid Mike, the 
proby, he ran into the back of an ambulance. The 
ambulance was open. 

Over the Brooklyn Bridge, you saw black 
coming down the side of the building. It was 
like drippings. I said, "Lieutenant, what are 
those windows, plastic? What's melted on them? 
It looks like plastic going down the side of the 
building." They said it was the jet fuel coming 
down the side. 

Otherwise seeing anybody, that's pretty 
much it. 


Q. That's terrific. 
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CHIEF KING: The time is 1727 hours, 


and this interview is concluded. 
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